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decision was the reverberations in a few American news-
papers of a minor controversy he had engaged in at Lafa-
yette's request.

In September 1831 Lafayette called Cooper's attention to
an article in the Revue Eritmnique discussing the proposed
French budget. The author, a government writer, compared
the costs of the French and American governments and
naturally found that the monarchy was cheaper than the
republic. Lafayette wanted Cooper to reply. It was an easy
task for him as he had just written an article refuting Basil
Hall's misstatements about American expenditures, but
Cooper was reluctant to get into a foreign political dispute
and refused. Someone explained to him that as Lafayette
was always asserting that the government of the United
States was the least expensive of any, the article had in
reality attacked him. Cooper now, both as an American and
as a friend, had to help, and he wrote his Letter to Gen.
Lafayette, which the General presented to the Chamber of
Deputies early in 1832 when the budget came up for con-
sideration.

The Letter is an able pamphlet, carefully restricting itself
to the facts of the American situation and never comment-
ing on the French. Cooper points out that America has two
peculiar features distinguishing it from Europe, its geo-
graphical position and its political institutions, and that for-
eign writers attribute all favorable American phenomena to
the former and all unfavorable to the latter. He manages
to reverse the process: to blame expenditures on geography
(a widely scattered population requires a greater number of
courts and post roads per capita, and considerable protection
from Indians on the frontier); and to make the institutions